
  

 

Freeware, Shareware and Demo  
Programs on the Internet  

 
 
 

 Cursors that need to be enlarged or animated for better visibility. There are several sites on the 
Internet, here are a few: 
 Windows 

http://rbx.de/big-cursors/ 
http://www.anicursor.com/special.html 
http://joescursors.tripod.com/HVCurPg.htm 

 Macintosh 
http://allmacintosh.xs4all.nl/preview/204209.html 
 

 Demos 
There are many free 30-day demos available on-line. A couple of my favorites 
 www.rjcooper.com has many demos of software for switch users and low abilities kids. This 

can also be requested in CD format. 
 www.inspiration.com has full-feature demos of their graphic organizer programs. 
 http://www.wordq.com/ provides demo software, which is a writing tool, used along with 

standard Windows word processing software to provide spelling, English grammar and 
punctuation assistance. It uses advanced word prediction to suggest words for you to use 
and provides spoken (text-to-speech) feedback.  

 http://www.ahf-net.com/reach.htm is an on-screen keyboard software that comes with a vast 
assortment of assistive technology tools. It was designed to help a person use a computer 
more easily and augment their speech if that is needed. Designed for people who trouble 
using a standard hardware keyboard but can use a mouse or other pointer. Also provides 
support for single switch or two switches users by using a REACH keyboards in "scanning" 
mode.  

 
 Drawing, Coloring and Creating programs 
 http://www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk/kidsonly/colour/colour.htm  
 TuxPaint 

www.newbreedsoftware.com 



 Drawing for Children 
 www.cs.uu.nl/~markov/kids/ 

 Doodle 
www.adders.org 

 Rub a Dub 
www.arts-letters.com 

 BlockCAD is a freeware program for building virtual models with Lego-like bricks.  
You can save your models, or save pictures of them (.bmp, .jpg), even reuse a complete 
model as a part in another model. Everything can be controlled with the mouse, but it's also 
possible to use the keyboard for most of the commands, making 'routine building' more 
effective, and there is a minimum of text involved, to make it easier for kids. 
http://user.tninet.se/~hbh828t/proglego.htm 
 

 Educational Games and Programs that you can play on-line or download to your computer 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/funandgames/ 
 http://www.kidsdomain.com/games/ 
 http://www.ronn.com/kidstuff1.html  
 http://www.funbrain.com/ 
 www.edmark.com 

 
 E-Text (Electronic Text) free books online - Electronic text provides access to digital materials 

for students with learning, sensory and physical disabilities. The Internet provides many sites for 
gathering e-text. Here are just a few: 
 http://www.bartleby.com/ 
 http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/index.html 
 http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/%7Edkbrown/rteacher.html 
 http://www.gigglepoetry.com/ 
 http://www.childrenstory.com/tales/index.html 
 http://www.underthesun.cc/Classics/ 
 http://www.cast.org/udl/index.cfm?i=1300 

CAST e-Text Spider: Searches e-Text repositories that index public domain materials and are 
free of charge. The e-Text Spider will pass a search term to the various on-line libraries and 
then display the returned results. If nothing else, bookmark this one! 
 

 Graphics  
 www.google.com  



Select the Image tab and type in your image search request. To copy just hold down the 
mouse on the graphic and there will be a little pull down menu that has Copy to Clipboard as 
an option. Select that and return to your document and select Paste. You can also select to 
download the image to a disk or your desktop and then insert picture from the pull down 
menu. 

 http://www.pics4learning.com/ includes “ copyright friendly images for education”  including 
American Sign Language. The Pics4Learning collection consists of thousands of images that 
have been donated by students, teachers, and amateur photographers. 

 
 Graphic Organizers  
 Math Graphic Organizers, All-Subject Graphic Organizers, Problem and Solution, Venn 

Diagrams and Webs, and Language Arts Graphic Organizers 
http://www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-6293.html?detoured=1 

 "A picture is worth 1000 words." This is so true, and when students are juggling new 
concepts, a graphic organizer can be an excellent teaching aide.  
http://www.freeology.com/graphicorgs/   
 
 
 

 Internet sites that have listings of many programs listed by category with direct links     and/or 
downloads: 
 http://trace.wisc.edu take the link to “ computers”  

This site provides the accessibility options available in operating systems along with an 
extensive listing of available Freeware/Shareware for all platforms.  

 Mac Freeware and Shareware for people with disabilities 
http://www.at-center.com/MAC.html  

 Windows Freeware and Shareware for people with disabilities 
http://www.at-center.com/windows.html  

 Educational Programs 
http://www.adders.org/freeware/ 

 Math Support including basic addition to Geometry, Ratios and Statistics.  
Hundreds of pages of Basic Math Skills. Interactive Practice on every page. An Explanation 
of the math topic on each page. Several Challenge Games on every page. Math Problems 
are randomly created.  
http://www.aaamath.com/ 



 Whether you are looking for developing critical thinking, letter names and sounds, adjectives, 
an algebra calculator or a virtual lab, Edmark has provided free downloads to support your 
educational programs.  
http://www.riverdeep.net/edmark/ 

 Teach-nology.com offers teachers free access to 19,000 lesson plans, 5,600 printable 
worksheets, over 200,000 reviewed web sites, rubrics, educational games, teaching tips, 
advice from expert teachers, current education news, teacher downloads, web quests, and 
teacher tools for creating exciting classroom instruction. 
http://www.teach-nology.com/ 
 

 Keyboarding 
 http://www.customsolutions.us/keyboarding/index.htm 
 http://www.nimblefingers.com/p_person.htm 
 Al Bunny's Typing Class- Type the letters and see if the bunny can beat the turtle 

http://www.sunmoonusa.com/TryAl.htm 
 Flash Typing- Attempt to vaporize asteroids (letters) before they hit your space ship; 

http://www.kidsdomain.com/down/pc/flashtyping.html 
 

 Math Support 
 Calculator Home Page for Windows high functioning calculator. Free download. 

 http://www.calculator.org/ 
 Flashcards for Kids 

http://edu4kids.com/math/ 
http://fly.hiwaay.net/~palmer/mathflash.html 

 Graph Paper- never buy it again! There are many sites that offer free graph paper or 
programs to develop your own. Great to use with students who struggle lining up their 
problems! 
http://www.mathematicshelpcentral.com/graph_paper.htm 
http://www.rocketdownload.com/Details/Home/4831.htm 

 MathType™ is an interactive tool for Windows and Macintosh that lets you create 
mathematical notation for word processing, web pages, desktop publishing, presentations, 
and for TeX, LaTeX, and MathML documents. 30-day trial provided.  
http://www.mathtype.com/en/ 

 Edmark Algebra Calculator - Download a free algebra calculator which shows its work as it 
solves its problem.  Other on-screen calculators are available also.  
www.edmark.com/free/  
 



 Modification Checklists 
 http://www.createdbyteachers.com/modchecklist.html 
 http://www.amaisd.org/speced/modifications.html 

 
 Mouse Skills 
 http://www.customsolutions.us/mouse/Internet_Resources.htm 
 A funℵ exercise for developing a click 

http://svt.se/hogafflahage/hogafflaHage_site/Kor/hestekor.swf 
 

 On-Screen Keyboards  

 Click-N-Type is an on-screen virtual keyboard designed for anyone with a disability that 
prevents him or her from typing on a physical computer keyboard. As long as the person can 
control a mouse, trackball or other pointing device, he or she can send keystrokes to virtually 
any Windows application or DOS application that can run within a window. Click-N-Type is a 
32-bit application that requires Windows 95 or later. Freeware 

http://www.lakefolks.org/cnt/  
 

 Sign Language 
 For $5 a month you can have access to: over 2,150 signs, Baby Sign, International Sign, 

Stock Trader Sign, Animal Sign sections and Sign Stories Articles at 
http://www.handspeak.com/ 

 This application allows the user to read finger-spelled words that are randomly displayed from 
its built-in, user-customizable dictionary. The speed of spelling is controlled with a scrolling 
timer. The program also lets you enter words to be finger-spelled on the fly. A game is 
included as an added exercise. The game tests your finger-spelling speed.  
http://download.com.com/3000-2051-10030201.html?legacy=cnet 
 

 Text-To-Speech 
 Please Read 2003 

English, Spanish, German, French, UK English  
For Windows 95/98/ME/NT/2000/XP  
Freeware. Works in word processing programs and in e-mail. 
http://www.readplease.com/  

 Talk-To-Me 
For Windows 



Read your E-Mail to you, Instant Messages, web pages, your letters and documents. Send 
Animated Messages to friends. Greet you daily with the date, time, and a personal message 
and set alarms to remind you of events. 
http://www.talk-to-me.net 

 Mac Users try Text-Edit Plus 
Tex-Edit Plus is a scriptable, styled text editor that fills the gap between Apple's bare-bones 
SimpleText and a full-featured word processor. It's fast, efficient, and has a clean, uncluttered 
interface. It's also great for cleaning up text, which is transmitted over the Internet. 
http://www.tex-edit.com/ 

 
 Tools 
 WordWeb is a Thesaurus and dictionary for Windows  

It includes a comprehensive English thesaurus and dictionary, and can be used to look up 
words from within most programs. WordWeb works from a small icon in your system tray. To 
look up a word in almost any program just double-click on the word to select it, then click the 
WordWeb icon or use the keyboard shortcut. If you are editing a document you can select a 
synonym and replace the look-up word.  
http://wordweb.info/free/ 

 Fact Monster- Atlas, Almanac, Dictionary, Encyclopedia on-line 
http://www.factmonster.com/ 
 

 Visual Support 
 Zoomtext (Enlargement and screen reader for Windows) Download and Trial CD  available. 

http://www.zoomtext.com 
  
Final Word: Don’ t forget that each operating system comes with its own supports, “ To enable 
people and businesses throughout the world to realize their full potential.”  To learn more about 
the built-in solutions that are available on your computer: 
 http://www.microsoft.com/enable/products/default.aspx for PC computers using Microsoft 

products 
 http://www.apple.com/disability/ for Macintosh users 
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